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mission & history
Recess’s mission is to support the rigorous process of the
contemporary artist by creating a space for productive activity that
initiates a partnership with the public. Our model combines studio
and exhibition platforms, offering artists flexible space in which to
generate new work. With agency to determine the visibility of their
project and the parameters of its presentation, Recess artists realize
ambitious goals in dialogue with an inquisitive audience. Free and
open to the public, Recess offers critical exposure for the artists we
support while fostering an approachable environment that promotes
valuable visual and intellectual interactions.
Recess was formed in May of 2009 to align with evolving conditions
of creative practice and its public reception. From our storefront
space in Soho, Recess began challenging the established arts
community to embrace changing modes of artistic production that
take advantage of an active public.
In February 2011, Recess opened a satellite space at Kidd Yellin
Studios in Red Hook, one of Brooklyn’s prominent artist communities.
This June, the space migrated down the street to a larger facility
at 159 Pioneer Street. With access to the new location’s gallery,
studio, and vibrant artist community, artists began working to further
Recess’s mission in this neighborhood.

highlights

Realized experimental
initiatives that the
New Yorker described as
uniquely “dedicated to
artistic transparency.”
Created what
Hyperallergic deemed
“significant waves in
the city’s art scene as a
place where artists are
free to explore process
in every which way.”
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Recess in Red Hook:
159 Pioneer Street

Recess at MoMA:
PopRally Interventions

In the summer of 2012, Recess opened an additional site for our signature program, Session at
159 Pioneer Street in Red Hook, one of Brooklyn’s prominent arts destinations.

Eleven Recess artists staged “interventions” in
MoMA’s Painting and Sculpture Galleries. These
performances and installations engaged with the
Museum’s collection in bold and unexpected ways.

Recess Benefit 2012:
Three’s A Crowd
In May, Recess celebrated its third year at The
Tribeca Grand Hotel with drinks, decadent desserts,
DJ sets, a silent auction, and performances by artists
FCKNLZ, Leila Hekmat, and Liz Magic Laser.

Critical Writing:
In Parallel With Session
Launched in early 2012, this program commissions
emerging writers to explore the underlying theory
that informs a Session project, initiating a meaningful
exchange and mutual production of new work.

session
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Session supports the creation of new work by giving artists a stipend and approximately two months to use Recess as a studio, exhibition
space, experimental platform, or any combination thereof. By remaining free and open to the public throughout each Session, this program
enables artists to have meaningful interactions with their audience at every stage of the creative process. Session artists and collectives
during 2012 included: John Miserendino: Pavilion; Christine Sun Kim: Feedback (Parts Two & Three); Rose Marcus & Andy Meerow: Cafe;
Abigail DeVille: Invisible Men; Laura Vitale: White Sands; Molly Dilworth: Date the Time; Yve Laris Cohen & Park McArthur: September 27th December 1st; and Alina Tenser: Holistic Approach.

Gave 10 artists and
collectives access
to our unique
open-studio platform
to create new work.
Offered approximately
1,500 hours of one-onone support to Session
artists in Soho, Manhattan
& Red Hook, Brooklyn

“Recess prefers an elegant
quality of concept over glamour
or trend. It’s a helpful barometer.”
—Session artist: Laura Vitale

series & performances
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Recess hosts several performance and event series to continue building relationships between emerging artists and an inquisitive public.
Series and performances that took place this year include: Dark Nights of the Universe, in conjunction with The Public School New York, a fournight theoretical exploration of mysticism; Remitting Default: and Sonic Diagrams, by Kenya (Robinson), a durational performance marking
the midpoint of her time spent as the inaugural artist for Recess’s online residency program, Analog; Julia Sherman’s Here She Comes, an
investigation of the beauty queen and the activist, using the 1968 Miss America Pageant as a case study; and The Supper Club organized with
Elia Alba, a series of events that invites artists of color to engage and challenge one another over food, wine, whiskey.

Held over 20 free
performance
series, classes,
and events.

new programs
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In 2012 Recess launched several programs to provide additional arenas for emerging artists to create new work. This past year we increased
the number of artists we support, launched a new Critical Writing program and Resource Room, and connected Recess artists to emerging
collectors. Through these endeavors, Recess hopes to support emerging artists, encourage civic engagement among artists and the local
community, and preserve and advance an inclusive cultural network.

Critical Writing

Resource Room

Commission

Recess introduced a new critical writing component
in conjunction with our signature program, Session.
This program commissions emerging writers to pursue
the underlying theory and contemporary criticism
that informs individual Session projects, initiating a
meaningful exchange between artists and writers, while
facilitating the mutual production of new work.

Recess’s Soho storefront now houses the Resource
Room, which offers visitors, artists, and curators a
site to meet, work, and engage in scholarly activity.
The space includes a library of arts publications,
a computer stocked with audio and visual arts
archives, and a program of talks, screenings and
meetings, deepening Recess’s capacity for longterm, sustainable support for artists and audience.

Commission, launched at Three’s a Crowd: Recess
Benefit 2012, connects emerging collectors to Recess
artists through the creation of personalized original art
works. At the event, collectors bought a Commission
for $100 and then randomly selected a “Commission
Envelope” to determine which artist would create an
original 5×7 artwork for them.

Upon completion, the piece is made available
available online and in print at our space. Each
finished piece is kept to approximately 2000
words to encourage dialogue from onsite readers.
Eventually, Recess will organize these writings into
a publication.

The materials are free to browse, or may be reserved
for private individual or group use. Current program
partners and contributors in the Resource Room are
n+1, Parkett, Primary Information, and Reanimation
Library.

Artists who participated in the first Commission included:
Molly McFadden, Kara Hearn, Corin Hewitt, Dan Herschlein,
Abigail DeVlle, Simone Leigh, Becca Albee, CHERYL, Tamar
Ettun, Spirit Tours, Carmelle Safdie, Graham Hamilton, Lior
Shvil, Legacy Russell, Alex Casso, Rob Carter, Jonathan
Durham, galeria perdida, Nick Generous, Larry Bob Phillips,
Adam Shecter, and Juanli Carrion.

Laura Vitale: White Sands Sept 14

Laura Vitale: White Sands Sept 15

Photolog

Watch artists in progress on our Photolog, available on
our website and and linked to our Instagram feed.

Laura Vitale: White Sands Sept 8

collaborations

pg 7

Recess enjoys creative partnerships with many strong organizations that share like-minded goals. Over the past year, our programming has
expanded beyond our Soho and Red Hook storefronts to include work with the Whitney Museum of American Art and the Regent Family
Residence, the Museum of Modern Art, The Public School New York, Abrons Art Center and Kunsthalle Dresden. Like Recess, these spaces
operate in a manner that privileges the artist’s voice without applying institutional constraints to his or her original intent.

Photo credits this page: Carly Gaebe/steadfast-studio.com

The Whitney: Me and
Everyone That is With Me
Recess collective After School Special collaborated
with the Education Department at the Whitney
Museum on several in-depth classes for students aged
6-14 from the Regent Family Residence. Employing
Fluxus-inspired prompts, the artists and children used
the classroom, the Whitney’s galleries, and Recess to
investigate the overlap of play and performance.

The Public School: Dark
Nights of the Universe

Recess, in conjunction with The Public School New
York, presented Dark Nights of the Universe, a four-night
theoretical exploration of mysticism. Recess housed a
temporary library of relevant written, visual, and audio
works in dialogue with Francois Laruelle’s eponymous
text. The Public School is a platform for collaborative,
autodidactic activity. It is a school with no curriculum,
where people teach themselves, together.

Recess at MoMA:
Interventions
In November, Recess partnered with MoMA to create
an event in conjunction with PopRally, an ongoing
series at the Museum. For this event, eleven Recess
artists took over the museum for a night with temporary
“interventions” that interrogated or engaged works on
view. Participants were able to discover and explore
these interventions at their own pace, while wandering
through the Museum’s permanent collection.

social good/responsible management
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Greener Management

In 2012 Recess took steps to incorporate sustainability
into our management practices. Recess is committed to
decreasing our footprint, and we continue to seek new energysaving opportunities. In 2012 we stopped using nonreusable water bottles onsite and made strides towards
completely paperless PR and marketing campaigns. In
addition, Recess switched webhost providers to Acorn
Host, which is a service powered by 100% green energy
from wind and solar sources. Recess continues to recycle
all paper, cardboard, cans and plastic materials.

Accessibility
In the winter of 2012, Recess realized one of our most ambitious
projects to date. During this time, Session artists Yve Laris Cohen
and Park McArthur explored issues of care and physical dependency
through site specific movement and critical written response. McArthur
is a wheelchair user; both artists called on their unique relationships to
their bodies to create an environment specific to their own needs and
interdependent relationship. Recess raised additional funds to undergo
several important physical changes to its space to accommodate
these exceptional artists and their exciting project. Moreover, these
renovations help make our public space more accessible to all people
with disabilities. This project, like all durational endeavors at Recess,
challenges audiences to partner with working artists to consider new
perspectives in order to create a more inclusive and diverse creative
community.

leadership
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Board of Directors
Jacob W. Buchdahl, Susman Godfrey LLP
Corin Hewitt, Artist, Professor of Sculpture at Virginia
Commonwealth University, and first Session participant
Josh Koplewicz, Thayer Street Partners
Jan Postma, CFO, The Museum of Modern Art
Berry Stein, Education Fellow, Whitney Museum
Andrea Stern, Artist
Allison Weisberg, Executive Director & Founder, Recess

Supporters
The Agnes Gund Foundation / AllianceBernstein / The
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts / Bloomberg LP
Philanthropy / Bulldog Ventures Ltd. / Chatham Imports / Culture
Ireland / Grand Life Hotels / Hartz Mountain Industries / Jay
Stein Foundation Trust / Jewish Communal Fund / JustGive / Lily
Auchincloss Foundation, Inc. / Materials for the Arts / New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs / The Resnick Foundation /
Schwab Charitable Foundation / The Silverberg-Shapiro
Foundation / The Silverweed Foundation
& a diverse group of passionate individual donors.

by the numbers
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8,000
on and off-site
visitors

collaborated
with 36 artists
and collectives

34,195
visitors to
website

online visitors
from 128
countries

Thanks to all of our
supporters for
giving us so much to
CELEBRATE!

